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of the Emperor, not his own strength alone, that had made
them impotent against him. He had become blinded by the
sense of his own power, until in 1176, as has been said, he
felt himself able to stand alone, and dared to refuse the help
the Emperor so urgently needed in Italy. It might have
been expected that Frederick's first impulse on his return
would have been to take direct action against his disobedient
vassal, but the Emperor was wise enough to let opportunity
come to him rather than to strive to create it. Before
Frederick returned, indeed, Henry the Lion's enemies were
already in arms against him : in East Saxony Bernard of
Anhalt, the younger son of Albert the Bear, inflicted a defeat
upon him, and in Westphalia the archbishop of Cologne and
the bishop of Halberstadt organised a powerful coalition.
The Emperor, again in Germany in October 1178, took
measures to restore peace, enforcing it on Henry as well as
on his enemies. He had withdrawn his support from Henry,
and for the first time the charges against Henry were allowed
a hearing. There followed the normal procedure of customary
anc^ feudal law. Henry, since the original home of the Welfs
was in Suabia, was summoned to answer before a court of
Suabian nobles at Worms on January 13, 1179. He dis-
dained to appear, and a second and a third summons were
equally fruitless. He now had to answer to his sovereign
for contumacy, and the ban was pronounced against him.
Finally, when a year and a day had elapsed since the first
summons, on January 13, 1180 a diet at Wurzburg sentenced
him to the loss of his duchy and all his northern fiefs.

Effect was given to this sentence three months later at
Gelnhausen, when the duchy of Saxony was partitioned.
Westphalia was made into a separate duchy and bestowed
upon the archbishop of Cologne ; and the title of duke of
Saxony was conferred upon Bernard of Anhalt. On June 24,
a year and a day after the second summons, sentence of com-
plete outlawry was proclaimed, and the duchy of Bavaria
declared forfeit. Three months later it too was partitioned.
Styria was made into a separate duchy under its former mar-
grave Ottocar, and the remainder of Bavaria was bestowed,
with the title of duke, upon Otto of Wittelsbach, so long the
leading lay counsellor of the Emperor. Thus for a year and
a half the slow customary process was followed out to its